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HUMOUR  As  I  SEE  it

“Laughter is the sun that drives winter from the human face.” –Victor Hugo

“A man who correctly guesses a woman’s age may be smart, but he’s not very bright.” – Lucille Ball 

“The reason the golf pro tells you to keep your head down is so you can't see him laughing.” – Phyllis Diller

COMING EVENTS: 
25 April 2013  – The Announcement Luncheon
7 June 2013 – Soirée at The Leacock Home
8 June 2013 – The Gala Award Dinner
   Trevor Cole is The Master of Ceremonies
    For information and tickets contact  
    Linda Crawford: crypticmouse@bell.net
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The President’s Message

Spring is a very busy time for the Leacock

Associates. That’s when the results come in

from our national and local judges, when we

make our (April Fool’s Day) short list an-

nouncement and it is when we announce,

toward the end of April, our winner. The

rest of the year is busy with planning but it

all seems to come together in the spring. 

    This past year has seen us receive over 60

entries and a wonderful short list for 2013.

Past winner and Leacock cheerleader Terry

Fallis has been short-listed for his third

novel Up and Down. The titles alone tell us

that Jonathan Goldstein’s I’ll Seize the Day

Tomorrow and Andrew Kaufman’s Born

Weird will be humorous. Cassie Stocks is our

lone female nominee this year for her

supernatural themed book Dance, Gladys,

Dance. William Whitehead’s memoir Words

to Live By rounds out the short list. They all

are worthy finalists for the 2013 Stephen

Leacock Medal for Humour.

     The Leacock Associates devote a great

amount of time and effort into making the

Leacock Medal one of Canada’s great literary

awards. The group deserves a lot of thanks

and gratitude for perpetuating the name and

reputation of our greatest humourist, for

promoting Canadian humour and for pro-

moting writers both young and old across

the country. I am proud to be part of such an

organization as I feel that we fulfill that

mandate enthusiastically and faithfully.

— MICHAEL HILL

The Luncheon

The winner will be announced the day of the Luncheon at The
Mariposa Inn at approximately 12:45 P.M. by Michael Hill,
after Judith Rapson reads the summaries of all five books.
   The winner will receive the Stephen Leacock Medal for
Humour along with a cheque for $15,000 courtesy of the TD
Financial Group at a Gala Dinner held at The Geneva Park
Convention Centre on the evening of 8 June 2013.
   The authors of the other four nominated books will receive
a cheque for $1,500 each.
   The Stephen Leacock Associates will have a Reception and
Soirée at the Leacock Home on Brewery Bay at Mariposa on 7
June 2013 at 7 P.M. to celebrate and commemorate the Life of
Stephen Butler Leacock.
   The Young Writer’s Award will not be presented in 2013.
   The Annual General Meeting of The Stephen Leacock Assoc-
iates will be held in November, the place and time to be
announced. Send us your e-mail to receive a notice.
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TERRY FALLIS

“One of CanLit’s crowned king of chuckles,Terry Fallis
hits stratospheric heights with his latest well-balanced
and unpredictable satire.”

— Saint John Telegraph-Journal

“Terry Fallis has done it again. Up and Down is another
hilarious page-turner that also packs an emotional
punch. Only a very talented writer can balance humour
and pathos so skillfully. Beautifully written, these char-
acters rocket off the page and straight into your heart.
This is satire at its finest.” — Ali Velshi, CNN Anchor

“If Terry Fallis talks like he writes, then I want to meet
this man because he is very droll indeed. A sly humour
that doesn’t slap you upside the head, but more subtle,
with hints of sarcasm, all in a good way.”

— Montreal Gazette

“A rollicking good ride. Funny one moment, serious the
next, always compelling: a reminder that we can all
dream.” — Marc Garneau, Canada’s first astronaut

“Up and Down is a fine specimen of what is too often
dismissed as ‘easy reading,’ which is seldom easy
writing.”  — The Globe and Mail

“Up and Down kept me smiling, made me laugh out
loud, and occasionally moved me to tears. In short, I
was entertained. His hilarious running commentary on
the minutiae of modern life recalls the comedy of
Seinfeld.” — The National Post

JOHNATHAN GOLDSTEIN

I’ll Seize the Day Tomorrow is the story of Jonathan
Goldstein’s journey to find some great truth on his road
to forty.
   In a series of wonderfully funny stories, the host of
CBC’s WireTap recounts the highs and lows of his last
year in his thirties. Throughout the year, Goldstein asks
weighty questions that would stump a person less
seasoned. For example: What is it about a McRib that
drives people crazy? Can we replace extending an olive
leaf with extending an olive jar? How much wisdom
can we glean from episodes of Welcome Back, Kotter?
His friends and family, many of them known through
their appearances on WireTap, weigh in with hilarious
results as Goldstein eats, sleeps, and watches bad TV all
the way to his date with destiny.
   Jonathan Goldstein’s writing has appeared in The
Walrus, The New York Times, GQ, and in the National

Post. He is a frequent contributor to Public Radio
International’s This American Life and The New York
Times Magazine, and he is the author of the novels
Ladies and Gentlemen, The Bible! and Lenny Bruce Is
Dead.”

ANDREW KAUFMAN

Andrew Kaufman’s critically acclaimed first book, All
My Friends Are Superheroes, was a cult hit and has
been translated into six languages. Kaufman is also an
accomplished screenwriter and has completed a
Director's Residency at the Canadian Film Centre. He
lives in Toronto with his wife and their two children

CASSIE STOCKS

CASSIE STOCKS was born in Edmonton, Alberta. She’s
been a biker chick, a university student, an actress, and
a rich man’s gardener; she’s worked as a waitress, an
office clerk, an aircraft cleaner, has raised chickens, and
once upon a time, was even the caretaker of a hydro-
ponic pot factory.
   In 2002, she was accepted to the Writing With Style
Workshop at the Banff Centre, where she received
support and encouragement from Sharon Butala and the
late Gloria Sawai. Upon her return to Edmonton, she
quit her job at a steel fabrication plant and applied to the
MacEwan Applied Communications Degree in Profes-
sional Writing Program.
   Cassie was a winner in the CBC Alberta Anthology
Short Fiction contest and a student writer for the
Edmonton Voices portion of the Canadian Authors
Series. Her short story “The Painter” aired on CBC
Radio One. She completed her Bachelor of Applied
Communications in Professional Writing Degree with
Distinction from MacEwan University in 2011.
   Cassie currently lives in Eston, SK, with her son
Julian. Dance, Gladys, Dance is her first novel.

WILLIAM WHITEHEAD

WILLIAM WHITEHEAD is a Canadian actor and writer.
He worked with the CBC for many years, developing
programs such as The Nature of Things for television
and the series Ideas for radio. With his partner Timothy
Findley, he co-wrote several works including the
television documentaries Dieppe 1942 and The National
Dream: Building the Impossible Railway. Whitehead
currently lives in Stratford, Ontario.
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Bumper Crop of Entries for the Stephen Leacock Memorial Medal for Humour · 2013

   In the Order Received: # Author · Title · (Publisher)
 1. Meades, Christopher · The Last Hiccup · (E.C.W. Press)
 2. Morey, Mike · The Last Templeton · (Lulu)
 3. Brown, Teresa · Some Things Best Forgotten · Self Published
 4. Marsten, Missy · The Love Monster · (Vehicule Press)
 5. Anstess, Jim · Over the Falls (Survival of a Modern Dad) · (Self Published)
 6. Taylor, Darryll · The Stud Horse Boy: Memoirs of a Horse Breeder’s Son · (Breton Books)
 7. French, Bobbi · Finding Me in France · (Creative Book Publishing)
 8. Stocks, Cassie · Dance, Gladys, Dance · (NeWest Press)
 9. Howard, Barb · Western Taxidermy · (NeWest Press)
10. Roche, D. Paul · Twisted Shorts: High-School Revisited · (Self Published)
11. Campbell, Lynn Rhodes · Journal of a House Sale; Buy My House, Please! · (Self Published)
12. Clements, Warren · The Charles Arthur Stories · (Nestlings Press)
13. Richards, Jass · The Blasphemy Tour · (Magenta Press)
14. Sonkina, Marina · Comrade Stalin’s Baby Tooth · (M.W. Publishing)
15. Hood ,Andrew · The Cloaca · (Invisible Publishing)
16. Henderson, James Glassco · The Sheaffe County Chronicles · (Lulu)
17. Reynolds, Yvonne · The Funny Farm · (Livingstone Press)
18. Calvert, Brian & Cannon, Chris · America, but Better · (D&M Publishers Inc.)
19. Leonardo, David · Urban Tales from Montreal · (Leonardo Publishing Ltd.)
20. Kiely, Pauline · No Poverty Beneath the Sheets · (Stone’s Throw Publication Services)
21. Redekop, Corey · Husk · (E.C.W. Press Ltd.)
22. Watson, Sophie B. · Cadillac Couches · (Brindle & Glass Publishing Ltd.)
23. Svendsen, Linda · Sussex Drive · (Random House Canada)
24. Campell, Melodie · The Goddaughter · (Orca Books)
25. Bourgeois-Doyle, Dick · Il Principio · (Stubborn Books)
26. Samanski, Ken · Banking on Paris · (Willowbrook Press)
27. Strub, Cordelia · Milosz · (Coach House Books)
28. Friesen, Victor Carl · Birds, Bugs, and Beasts ... in Verses apt to Zany · (Kingsley Publishing)
29. Gillespie, Curtis · Almost There; the Family Vacation, Then and Now · (Thomas Allen & Son)
30. Izzo, Kim · The Jane Austin Marriage Manual · (HarperCollins Ltd.)
31. Juby, Susan · Bright’s Light · (HarperCollins Ltd.)
32. Chilton, Glen · The Attack of the Killer Rododendrons · (HarperCollins Ltd.)
33. Zwicky, Jan · The Book of Frog · (Pedlar Press)
34. Abron Drache, Sharon · Barbara Klein-Muskrat Then and Now · (Inana Publications)
35. Millar, Judy · Beaver Bluff; The Librarian Stories · (Brannen Publishing)
36. Mayne, Semour · The Old Blue Couch and Other Stories · (Ronald P. Frye & Co.)
37. Rayner, Mark A. · The Fridgularity · (Monkeyjoy press)
38. Whonjsnot, M.T. · Grand Popo and Kanaga – The Rampant Idiocy · (EsArpi Publishing)
39. Van Ritzen, Kristen · The Comedy Diva Diaries · (iUniverse)
40. Hanna, Donn · By the Correction Line · (Sunnyhills Press)
41. Fallis, Terry · Up and Down · (McClelland & Stewart)
42. Mattich, Alen · Zagreb Cowboy · (House of Anansi Press Inc.)
43. Hough, Robert · Dr. Brinkley’s Tower · (House of Anansi Press)
44. Sharp, Daryl · Miles to Go Before I Sleep · Growing up Puer · (Inner City Books)
45. Ghomeshi, Jian · 1982 · Viking
46. Millar, Judith · Grave Concern · (General Store Publishing House)
47. Kaufman, Andrew · Born Weird · (Random House Canada)
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IMPORTANT NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS

You are paid up to the date shown on your address
label. If your date is highlighted, and/or you have
an envelope enclosed with your newsletter, your
dues are due. 
   It is helpful for our bookkeeping if you stay
current, and pay at the beginning of each year.
   Our newsletters are paid for out of your dues.
   Thank you for your continuing support.

REMEMBER US IN YOUR WILL!

Please remember us in your Will or Trust! We are
a non-profit organization and we can give you a tax
write-off for any donation to our Society. We can
also establish a memorial in your name. Our contri-
bution to Canadian Literature and to education has
been made clear by our sixty-five plus year history
of accomplishment. You can make a difference in
the 21st century. For more information contact 

The Stephen Leacock Associates 
P.O. Box 854, Orillia, ON  L3V 6K8.

Email: mghill@rogers.com

Entries for the Stephen Leacock Memorial Medal for Humour · 2013 · (cont’d)
   In the Order Received: # Author · Title · (Publisher)
48. Ledwell, Patrick · I Am an Islander · (Acorn Press)
49. Green, Bob · It Takes All Kinds · (Trailer Trash Press)
50. Somer, Bradley · Imperfections · (Nightwood Editions)
51. Black, Arthur · Looking Blackward · (Harbour Publishing)
52. Bowering, George · Pinboy · (Cormorant Books Inc.)
53. Whitehead, William · Words to Live By · (Cormorant Books Inc.)
54. Goldstein, Jonathon · I’ll Seize the Day Tomorrow · (Penguin Group · Canada)
55. McLean, Stuart · Revenge of the Vinyl Café · (Viking)
56. Turpin Meyers, Janet · The Last Year of Confusion · (Self Published)
57. Tallon, James · Running the Sheets · (XLibris)
58. Wood, Mary · A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to Inventing My Childhood · (iUniverse)
59. Omidi, Tom · Midnight Gate-Opener · (Eros Books)
60. Tregebov, Michael · The Shiva · (New Star Books)
61. Miles, Victoria · Mimi Power · (Tradewind Books)
62. Moore, Robert · The Golden Book of Bovinities · (Signal Editions)
63. Austin, Peter · On Occasion · (White Violet Press)
64. Williamson, Dave · Dating · (Turnstone Press)
65. Dudley, Karen · Food for the Gods · (Turnstone Press)
66. Morice, Sylvia · Postcards from Home · (Self-published)
67. Chamberlain, Adrian · Adventures with Ollie · (Oolichan Books)
68. Geiwitz, James · The Town of Watered down Whiskey · (Skywater Publishing Company)
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PACKET ECHELONS
Editor: gav@cablerocket.com

Quotes taken from The Stephen Leacock Quote Book 
by John Robert Colombo

I have enjoyed Leacock’s works so much that I have
written every thing that he ever wrote—anywhere from
five to ten years after him. In case the proof-reader
thinks that I meant “I have read everything that he ever
wrote’ please tell him that I really meant ‘written.’”

– Robert Benchley.

ACHIEVEMENT: It may be those who do most, dream
most.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS: Acknowledging all these debts,
I feel also that I owe a good deal of this book to my
own industry and effort.

ACTORS: When actors begin to think, it is time for a
change. They are not fitted for it.

ADVERTISING: Advertising may be described as the
science of arresting the human intelligence long
enough to get money from it.

I hope you had the good sense to put a high price
on your talents. The trick with these advertising
fellows is to find out how much money they have—
and don’t take a cent more! [Advice given to writer
Leslie Roberts on accepting a copy-writing assign-
ment from an advertising agency]

AGE: Every age and generation has its special mysteries,
its special terrors, its special realms of fear.

You begin as “little man” and then “little boy,”
because a little man is littler than a little boy; then
“sonny” and then “my boy” and after that “young
man” and presently the interlocutor is younger than
yourself and says, “Say, Mister.”

Old age with nothing to look back upon, nothing
to lean upon, is poor stuff as compared with the old
age that renews its youth and life and interests in its

children and grandchildren. Ask a few lonely old
people going out with the tide.

About the only good thing you can say about old
age is, it’s better than being dead!

AMERICAN PEOPLE: The Americans are a queer people:
they don’t give a damn. All the world criticizes
them and they don’t give a damn....The Americans
don’t give a damn: don’t need to: never did need to.
That is their salvation.

ANCESTRY: I was born of a family in comfortable, if not
affluent, circumstances, of parents of sincere, if not
profound, convictions, in a home that was educat-
ed, if not cultivated, in a house that was rough cast,
if not brick, with plumbing that was effective, if not
open. In short, I enjoyed all the ordinary advantages
of the average middle-class.

ANIMALS: From contemporary records we learn that
persons who attached themselves to a Dog develop-
ed the greatest fidelity towards it, following it a-
round all day, and walking great distances after it,
often through broken country.

APPEARANCE: You may look disagreeable and repellent
but that’s because you can’t help it with the face of
yours. Try to let people realize that it is just your
face; that behind it you are all right.

APPRECIATION: Appreciation grows the more it is
divided.

ARCTIC: With the help perhaps of an odd glass of hot
toddy kept warm on the hearth, I can face any
Arctic winter that ever was. No igloo was every
snugger than my study-library on the Côte des
Neiges road, with a volume of Arctic adventure to
centre its warmth and comfort.

ART: In art one must judge a man by his best, never by
his worst; by his highest reach, not by his lowest
fall.

“What a wonderful picture!” she murmured half
to herself, half aloud, and half not aloud and half
not to herself.

BANKING: When I go into a bank I get rattled.

But how silly it would be if “Old Mother Hub-
bard went to the cupboard to get her poor dog a
bone but when she got there she found only the
statutory number of bones left as a legal reserve
against the dog, and so he got none.”
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IT IS IMPORTANT TO BECOME

A CITIZEN  OF MARIPOSA

Simply send us your name, mailing address, tele-
phone number and especially your email address
along with your membership fee. A single mem-
bership is $25; a family membership is $35. Sup-
plementary charitable patron donations are also
encouraged. Fees are due and payable April 1st

each year. Please make cheques payable to the
Stephen Leacock Associates.
   Your annual membership fee–due in April
annually–includes a membership with the Stephen
Leacock Museum. You also receive a subscription
to The Mariposa NewsPacket, the newsletter–
three issues per annum–from the Associates; free
admission to the Stephen Leacock Museum and a
10% discount at the museum gift shop; and ad-
vance notice of tickets for the Stephen Leacock
Memorial Medal annual award dinner and other
events.
   Supplemental Charitable Donations gratefully
received (Charitable Number 119172922 RR0001)
Cheque accepted–No credit cards please.
   The complete set of old Mariposa NewsPackets
are being scanned from the Simcoe Country
Archives at Midhurst, and will be placed on line at
www.leacock.ca

BELIEF: I once asked a Christmas Eve group of children
if they believed in Santa. The very smallest ones
answered without hesitation, “Why, of course!” The
older ones shook their heads. The little girls smiled
sadly but said nothing. One future scientist asserted
boldly, “I know what it is”; and a little make-strong
with his eye on gain said: “I believe in it all; I can
believe in anything.” That boy, I realized, would
one day be a bishop.

I remember a perplexed curate of the Church of
England telling me that he felt that “after all, there
must be a kind of something.” That’s just exactly
how I feel about it. There must be something to
believe in, life must have its Santa Claus.

In despite of our vaunted material common-
sense, there is a perfect craving abroad for belief in
something beyond the compass of the believable.

BIRTH: I was born at Swanmore, Hants, England, on
December 30, 1869. I am not aware that there was
any particular conjunction of the planets at the time,
but should think it extremely likely.

BOARDING HOUSES: The landlady of a boarding house is
a parallelogram—that is, an oblong angular figure,
which cannot be described, but which is equal to
anything.

BOOM TOWNS: Life comes to a focus. It is all here, all
new, all present, no past and no outside—just a
clatter of hammers and saws, rounds of drinks and
rolls of money.

BRITISH COLUMBIA: “If I had known what it was like,” I
said, “I wouldn’t have been content with a mere
visit. I’d have been born here.”

BRITISH EMPIRE: The British Empire covers one quarter
of the globe (13,353,000 square miles) and includes
one quarter (525,000,000) of its inhabitants. It’s a
pity it’s not bigger.

Find for us something other than mere colonial
stagnation, something sounder than independence,
nobler than annexation, greater in purpose than a
Little Canada. Find us a way. Build us a plan, that
shall make us, in hope at least, an Empire Perm-
anent and Indivisible.

BRITISH PEOPLE: Till the Americans came to England
the people were an honest, law-abiding race, res-
pecting their superiors and despising those below
them.

The passion to be left alone, if only to one’s own
foolishness, lies deep rooted in the British character.

BUSINESS: We may define business in a broad, general
way as the art of losing money.

CANADA: This is perhaps the oldest country in the
world. Till yesterday it seemed destined to eternal
solitude.

   We are sitting pretty here in Canada. East and
West are the two oceans far away; we are backed
up against the ice-cap of the Pole; our feet rest on
the American border, warm with a hundred years of
friendship.

   We cannot in Canada continue as we are. We
must become something greater or something
infinitely less.
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A Sincere Thank You to Our Sponsors

THE MAYOR OF MARIPOSA

  Dan Needles

THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF

  THE LEACOCK ASSOCIATES

PRESIDENT

  Michael Hill

VICE PRESIDENT & PUBLICITY

  Todd Stubbs

PAST PRESIDENT

       & THE ORDER OF MARIPOSA

  Dick Johnston

STUDENT COMPETITION

  Marilyn Rumball

RECORDING SECRETARY

  Bette Walker

TREASURER

  Adde Walker

MAIL & MEMBERSHIP

  Leanore Wiancko

MEDAL AWARDS

  Judith Rapson

AWARDS DINNER

  Linda Crawford

DINNER SPONSORSHIP

  Patti Page

STUDENT SOIREE

  Donnajean Jefferies

PLANNING & PUBLICITY

  Linda Rodenburg

NEWS PACKET

  George Vanderburgh

ARCHIVES

  Jim Harris

WEBSITE & SOCIAL MEDIA

   Joanne Haskins

DIRECTORS

   Leona Beasley

HONORARY LIFE MEMBERS

   Pete McGarvey

   David Staines

   Jean Dickson

   Morley Torgov
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